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Background

Child mortality in sub-Saharan Africa (worsening)

Selective or comprehensive primary health care? (Magnussen at al., Health
Affairs 2004; Bryce at al., The Lancet 2003)




The contexts being compared
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of poerty)

» Differences (Age structure, education levels, Malaria,
HIV/AIDS, cold winters)



The evidence

 Mozambique 1973-1997-Children with no toilet facility

and with We ource of drinking water had
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death and main cause of mortality decline. (Burstrom at
al., AJPH 2005)



No toilet 2.68 2.55 2.30
(1.05-6.85) |(1.00-6.53) |(0.87-6.11)

Well 1.63 1.57 1.48
(1.10-2.42) |(1.05-2.32) |(0.97-2.26)




Overall

130/1000

31/1000

Diarrhoea

59/1000

2/1000




Stockholm?

« The Stockholm board of health: enforced the political decisions and the
state legislation, clean water, sanitation, HEALTH POLICE

 Public Health movement : NGO’s- enhancing personal hygiene

« DEVELOPMENTS IN LINE WITH SZRETER, NATHASSON



What can Mozambique and other sub-Saharan African
countries learn ?

 The decline of mortality in 19th century Stockholm took time to happen, thus patience
Is needed when evaluating large-scale projects (Seldom in low-income countries)

« Good governance and political will.





